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ABSTRACT 

The present paper deals with the satirical and ironical elements presented in In My First White 

Hairs by Wole Soyinka and The Emperor of Ice Cream by Wallace Stevens. My First White 

Hairs by Wole Soyinka expresses a wish that these white and black hairs together may unite and 

gives the meaning to his existence. Stevens in The Emperor of Ice Cream, expresses the funeral 

scene which is very much different than the traditional one. Here, no one seems too sad, they are 

only pretending to be sad. The flowers are being brought in the newspaper, the casual attire on 

the day of funeral, etc and most importantly, the people are worried about the taste of the ice 

cream and not to the dead woman, are all very comic and satiric. Both the poems are ironical in 

the way that the modern society has changed a great deal but still some customs are there and 

people are forced to follow them, but without any enthusiasm they are following them. 
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My First White Hairs by Wole Soyinka and The Emperor of Ice Cream by Wallace Stevens are 

two wonderful poems that are written with intention. Though both the poems are quite different 

in terms of the subject matters, they both are similar in terms of the elements of satire and irony. 

Soyinka tries to discuss his love for culture and soil while Stevens satirizes the funeral ceremony.  

Both the subjects have close proximity with the culture and thus they are pretty much close to 

each other.  Let us try to discuss both of them separately. 

 

My First White Hairs is written by Wole Soyinka, one of the most powerful, effective and known 

poet, critic and a story writer along with Chinua Achebe in African Literature. His works are the 

showcase of his culture and his love for his culture and tradition.  
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The first three lines of the poem describe the poet‟s dark curly hair: his head is a „hairy hell‟ 

where hair grows like chimney. They resemble a coal like cleaning brush. This use of harsh 

imagery indicates the description of a black African hair.  

 

However, suddenly there were three white hairs appears in that black jungle of hairs. The white 

hairs are like weak watered milk: they are lightening and has become like ant‟s antenna. This 

description put emphasis the suddenness and whiteness of their appearance.  

 

The poet says that this attack of „White Hairs‟ suggests the coming of old age. They are 

indicative of old age. However, the poet is not sure whether it means the loss of youth or the 

coming of the old-age wisdom. The poet expresses a wish that these white and black hairs 

together may unite and gives the meaning to his existence. The last lines are obscure. It is not 

clear whether the poet welcomes this appearance of these white hairs or not. He says “is it 

wisdom or is it doom?  

 

By the discussion it seems that the poet is talking about the appearance of some white hairs in his 

black hairs, but it is not exactly so. The poet, as an African man, is talking about the theme of 

Black Vs White. The black hairs are suggestive of the black African people and the White hairs 

are the indication of the White men that interfering the culture of the African‟s. The poet uses the 

image in his own way.  

 

However, the poem is kind of a satire on the racism. The poet suggests that there is notice of few 

white hairs among the jungle of the black hairs; similarly, there is no importance of the few 

white people among the huge community of the black people. Besides this, the white hairs are all 

also suggestive of the old-age wisdom. However, we can say that whatever the poet‟s intention, 

it is clear that in any culture, one has to accept the mingling of the other culture and the influence 

of it in our culture. It is the way of life, whether he likes or not. 

 

Thus, in conclusion, we may say that the poem is a very good example and the showcase of the 

theme of Black Vs White. The black hairs are suggestive of the black African people and the 

White hairs are the indication of the White men that interfering the culture of the African‟s  

 

The Emperor of Ice Cream is written by Wallace Stevens who was born on 2
nd

 October 1879 in 

Pennsylvania. He was a journalist and a poet. He began his education in private schools where he 

learned French and German. He wrote many good poems and the given poem is also an excellent 

example of his poetic creativity.  

 

The Emperor of Ice Cream is one of Wallace Stevens‟ best-known and most commonly taught 

poems. This is a poem which tells us that one “must have a mind of winter” to appreciate the ice 
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and snow, rather than to “think of any misery in the sound of the wind”. In the coldest months, 

one must be open to the abstract to appreciate the spark of „self-satisfaction‟ that comes from this 

poem. 

 

The poem contains two eight-line stanzas. The rhyme scheme is irregular except for the couplet 

that ends the first stanza, and the two couplets that end the second stanza. The last line of both 

stanzas is the same, “The only emperor is the emperor of ice cream”. 

 

Clearly, the occasion of this poem is a funeral of sorts - the boys are bringing flowers, and a 

sheet is spread over a woman‟s face. However, the tone of this poem is not elegiac in nature; 

instead, this has a celebratory one.  

 

In the first stanza the emperor is accordingly represented as a powerful muscular man who is 

making up ice cream at a funeral. There are many attendants to the funeral but they have not 

come in the funeral dresses, instead they have come in the day to day attire which they regularly 

wear. Thus, it also does not suit with the funeral theme. Then he focuses on the next line which 

is, “The boy‟s bring flowers in last month‟s newspaper”  

 

This line is also suggestive of the fact that even in the funeral these young boys are not that much 

serious, they simply cannot bother to get proper wrapping paper, even for a funeral. The poet 

states that the more attention is given to the ice cream man and not to the dead woman. The 

people are worried about the taste of the ice cream and not to the dead woman. Thus, this is a 

harsh satire on human nature: humans are selfish pigs who put their desire above all else. 

 

In the second stanza there is a description of a woman that is dead. The woman was shown as a 

poor and unpleasant. Her furniture is cheap and broken down. She is „cold‟ and „dumb‟, 

describes her character as well as her physical appearance. The embroiled sheet is put on to her 

face symbolizing the human tendency to hide unpleasant reality. Thus, there is nothing to be 

appreciated about that woman and therefore the people are much interested in the ice cream man 

than in that woman. Thus, the only important person there was the emperor of the ice cream. 

Thus, this also is a very suggestive poem which describes the human nature of putting the own 

desire above anything else.  

 

Thus, after analyzing both these poems separately, we have noticed the elements of satire and 

irony being cleverly used by both the poets. In My First White Hairs by Wole Soyinka expresses 

a wish that these white and black hairs together may unite and gives the meaning to his 

existence. His black community is quite unfortunate not to have received much appreciation or 

respect by the white community, and thus the poet feels that it gets the respect that it deserves. 

Here, the satire is on the white men and the irony is presented by his feeling of equality. On the 
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other hand, Stevens in The Emperor of Ice Cream, expresses the funeral scene which is very 

much different than the traditional one. Here, no one seems too sad, they are only pretending to 

be sad. The flowers are being brought in the newspaper, the casual attire on the day of funeral, 

etc and most importantly, the people are worried about the taste of the ice cream and not to the 

dead woman, are all very comic. Thus, the poet wants to satirize the modern way of life where 

people are not really bothered about the other people but they are just interested in their own 

satisfaction. The irony of the poem lies in the fact that the woman who has died is of no 

importance to anyone but here, the only important person is the emperor of the ice cream. 
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