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ABSTRACT 

The Invisible Man is a science fiction with a deep message that has universal effect. The message 

is loud and clear that the scientific discovery should be done in the social and ethical limitations 

because the failure in doing so may bring adverse results. Science has immense scope but 

sometimes the products or the experiments, if not made well, may bring disaster like Atom bomb 

and nuclear weapons. In this novel too it has brought the disaster as the scientist becomes 

invisible. The society never weeps for the person who harms it. Griffin is also taken as such a 

person and thus society eventually made him pay his due. It is the society itself that made him a 

horror because he was not rightly understood by the society. Every writer wants to preach the 

society by his/her works, and thus H. G Wells is not an exception. 
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The Invisible Man by H.G. Wells is a science fiction which is quite fascinating to read for the 

readers because of its surprising elements. The scientists have been inventing novel things daily 

in order to solve the mystery of nature. Some believe that these mysteries are of no use but we 

should also keep it in mind that the mysteries of yesterday have become realities of today. Who 

would have thought that we would be talking with our brother who lives in London by just a one 

click in our mobile. The Invisible Man is a science fiction with a deep message that has universal 

effect. The message is loud and clear that the scientific discovery should be done in the social 

and ethical limitations because the failure in doing so may bring adverse results. 

 

This novel is very unique as it deals with the life of a scientist who invents a way to change an 

object‘s reflective index to that of air. He invents it as it neither absorbs light nor reflects it and 

thus becomes invisible. For the sake of clarity, he first experiments it on wood, then on a cat and 

after that he experiments it on himself and goes invisible. However, he does not know how to 

reverse the process. Thus, the novel is all about his adventures then on. It is an adventurous, 

fascinating and revealing novel that has kept its readers attached throughout. There is no doubt 
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that this novel is an immense hit with both the readers and the critics mostly giving positive 

reviews.  

 

Our society is not that much aware about the effects of science either good or evil. It has 

immense scope but sometimes the products or the experiments, if not made well, may bring 

disaster like Atom bomb and nuclear weapons. In this novel too it has brought the disaster as the 

scientist becomes invisible. As soon as he becomes invisible, everyone takes him for granted by 

thinking that he is not a good man. How can an invisible man be a good man?  Moreover, the 

invisibility creates trouble for the scientist himself. Nobody, even for once, makes him realize or 

even consoles for once that, ―Don‘t worry mate, let us find the reverse formula‖. People believe 

that he cannot do good things and thus Griffin too turns towards adversity. The tussle has been 

going on between unfounded beliefs and scientific research and its findings. Ignorant people 

remain in the grip of irrational fear of the unknown, the fear that if they try to investigate, they 

will have to face adverse consequences and that is the major reason why the people have 

considered him an evil man. They believe him as a spirit and therefore he can never be 

entertained. Griffin is regarded as an incarnation of Satan. In the zeal of achieving extra-ordinary 

feats, the devoted scientistmeets an ever-continuous struggle followed by a tragic end, death.  

 

The story of the novel does not have anything real but still the treatment given to the characters 

is realistic. He colours the situation and people with the touch of realism like the rustic and 

simple people with common characteristics. There is no sub-plot in the novel and thus we do not 

have any heroine who would love the invisible man and make the story more interesting. 

Procurement of food, shelter, clothing and money are commonplace problems. Griffin‘s anger 

may look somewhat inflated but the novelist has certainly put it forward in a realistic manner. 

So, for this we may say that although realism embraces fantasy, it gives its own colour to make 

real.  

 

Griffin is the title character of the novel who turns invisible as he has done an experiment. He 

was a scientist who worked recklessly day and night to make himself invisible. He consumed 

drugs and became irresponsible. His characters is bizarre one and tragic at the same time. 

Initially he was a student of medicine but then he switched to physics because of his interest and 

attraction towards light and laws of reflection and refraction. However, the involvement with 

physics made him even more interested in the observable facts of invisibility and visibility of 

objects. He was a secretive man and thus he hid the information from everyone. He even didn‘t 

tell it to his professor Oliver who could not get a hint of his experiment. The secrecy led Griffin 

to write his entire theory in Cipher Language so that no one could understand it. He carried on 

his vivisection secretly as he knew that the law against vivisection was very severe. He also gave 

strict instruction to Mrs. Hall that nobody should be allowed to enter his room.  

When Griffin got success in his experiment, he became pompous and arrogant He thought that he 

had the power to do whatever he would like. He had all the power of the world because nobody 
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could do harm to him. However, it too made him helpless because he could not enjoy his 

success. He could get the thing but it was impossible to enjoy them after getting them. His 

selfishness became pest for him. People did not consider the invisibility as his achievement and 

thus they did not give him food to eat, clothes to wear or place to stay. Everyone thought that he 

was an evil man. It made him angry and eventually he stooped too low to become a thief. His 

father had died because Griffin had robbed. This had become his bad habit. Because of his 

invisibility, he could go and enter anywhere, he robbed many shops. Whenever he wanted 

anything, he simply stole it. This habit of stealing did not leave him till he died. He wanted to 

collect as much money as possible as he could collect them with the help of his invisibility. He 

had set a boarding house on fire, robbed costume of house owner and exploited his invisibility to 

exploit Marvel as if he was his slave. He had become unscrupulous too. However, he became 

evil-minded as well because when his friend Kemp stood against him, he got ready to kill him as 

well. He forgot that it was Kemp who had given him food and shelter when he had no other 

helper. Kemp was a kind hearted person who always wanted to help his friend and was hoping 

that his friend would achieve great results if he would not have been perverted. He tried his best 

to make Griffin work for humanity but failed. We need people like him who can fight with these 

anti-social people and divert them as well.  

 

In terms of the internal and external conflicts, Griffin is both, the hero and the villain. He has 

tried to become a hero but at the end he has become his own enemy. He does not control his own 

greed and power sleekness. The external conflicts that Griffin causes are between Griffin and a 

range of people of the town as his invisibility is slowly exposed. His zeal to be extra ordinary has 

led him to his downfall. People starts being afraid of him. The only goal that they have is to find 

him and imprison him. There is no real profundity of character. Griffin just runs from place to 

place trying to live on by more and more debauched ways. 

 

So, his character can also be viewed as a scientist with pervert mind who has tried to harm 

humanity but ended up harming himself. The society never weeps for the person who harms it. 

Griffin is also taken as such a person and thus society eventually made him pay his due. It is the 

society itself that made him a horror because he was not rightly understood by the society. 
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