International Journal of Social Impact )

ISSN: 2455-670X \ Internqtmpa”ournal of
Volume 9, Issue 4, DIP: 18.02.007/20240904 iﬁ Social I npact
DOI: 10.25215/2455/0904007 -
www.ijsi.in | October-December, 2024

Review Paper

The Intersection of Gender and Homicide: Analyzing Trends and
Patterns in India

Anushka Bhardwaj', Rupak Verma?*

ABSTRACT

This research aims to explore the multifaceted phenomenon of homicide in India, focusing on
the intricate interplay of social, cultural, and economic factors that contribute to violent
crime. By analyzing data from the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) and existing
literature, the study seeks to identify key patterns and trends in homicide, particularly
concerning gender-related violence and familial relationships. The research will also examine
the role of media in shaping public perceptions of murder cases and the implications for
policy formulation. Ultimately, this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of
the systemic issues underlying homicide in India, offering insights for effective interventions
and strategies to reduce violence within communities.
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omicide, the deliberate killing of one person by another, is a complex social

phenomenon deeply embedded within the socio-cultural, economic, and political

contexts of a society. In India, homicide serves as a critical lens through which
broader social issues such as inequality, power dynamics, and cultural practices can be
examined. Despite a global decline in murder rates, India continues to grapple with
significant regional and demographic disparities, reflecting the intricate interplay of its
diverse socio-economic structure. Understanding the patterns, causes, and implications of
homicide in Indian society is vital for crafting effective criminal justice policies and
fostering social harmony. The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data reveals that
murders in India often stem from personal disputes, property-related conflicts, dowry
demands, and honor-based violence. At the same time, the impact of political violence,
communal tensions, and organized crime underscores the need for a comprehensive
framework to analyze homicide. Factors such as gender, caste, socio-economic inequality,
and urbanization further influence the prevalence and nature of violent crimes in the country.
The role of media in shaping public perceptions of murder cannot be understated.
Sensationalist and selective reporting often shifts focus from systemic issues to individual
blame, distorting public discourse and influencing policy responses. Such narratives
underscore the importance of moving beyond mere crime statistics to explore the structural
and cultural dimensions that drive violence.
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Various types of Homicide

1.

Interpersonal Homicide- Interpersonal homicide pertains to killings that result from
direct conflicts between individuals, often arising from personal disputes, jealousy,
revenge, or emotional disturbances. Such homicides are commonly characterized by
relational dynamics, and they frequently occur within intimate relationships or
between acquaintances. Domestic violence, familial disputes, and crimes of passion
are prominent examples of this type.

Felony Homicide- Felony homicide refers to homicides that occur in the
commission of a felony, irrespective of whether the death was intentional. It is
characterized by the incidental or unintentional loss of life during the perpetration of
another criminal act, such as robbery, burglary, or kidnapping. In legal terms, this
form of homicide is often classified as a more severe crime, carrying heavy legal
consequences for the perpetrator.

Mass Homicide - Mass homicide involves the killing of multiple individuals in a
single, often public, event. This form of homicide typically includes incidents such
as mass shootings, terrorist attacks or catastrophic events that result in large-scale
fatalities. Sociological and psychological analyses of mass homicide emphasize the
social stressors, group dynamics, and cultural influences that precipitate such acts.
Serial Homicide- Serial homicide is defined as a series of two or more killings,
committed by the same individual, with a distinct cooling-off period between each
murder. Serial killers typically exhibit specific psychological characteristics, and
their crimes are often marked by repetitive patterns. Sociological analyses focus on
the social and psychological backgrounds of serial killers, including factors such as
childhood trauma, social isolation, and the quest for power or control.

Cultural or Political Homicide- Cultural or political homicide is perpetrated with
ideological or political motivations, such as political assassinations, acts of terrorism,
or honor killings. This form of homicide is driven by a commitment to a particular
belief system or cause, and is often carried out in the service of political, religious, or
cultural objectives. Sociological examinations of this type of homicide emphasize the
role of social movements, political ideologies, and cultural norms in fostering
violence.

Homicide in Simple Societies- In simple or egalitarian societies, homicide rates
may remain high despite the absence of significant social stratification or inequality.
Such homicides are often linked to the absence of formalized conflict resolution
mechanisms and the prevalence of interpersonal violence. Studies on homicide in
pre-industrial or tribal societies suggest that the lack of institutionalized social
controls increases the likelihood of violence as a means of dispute settlement.
Homicide Related to Social Inequality- Homicide rates in complex societies often
correlate with the degree of social inequality, with higher levels of disparity between
social classes leading to an increase in violent crime, including homicide. This type
of homicide is frequently associated with economic deprivation, social exclusion,
and the marginalization of certain groups within society. Sociological frameworks
focusing on social inequality argue that structural factors, such as poverty and lack of
access to resources, play a significant role in fostering environments where violent
crime, including homicide, is more prevalent.

Temporal Patterns and Seasonal Dynamics in Homicide

The author provides a comprehensive examination of the contentious relationship between
seasonal variations and homicide rates. The study critically evaluates existing literature,
which presents contradictory findings regarding the influence of climate and seasonal factors
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on violent crime. While some studies indicate a seasonal pattern, his's analysis of homicide
data from Baltimore (1974-1984) concludes that no significant seasonal trend exists.
Although certain months, such as December, July, and August, show higher homicide
occurrences, these variations are not statistically robust enough to support a definitive
seasonal classification. He explores various theoretical frameworks, including routine
activities and interactionist theories, to better understand the temporal dynamics of
homicide. He argues that the nature of the questions posed in previous studies may have led
to inconsistent results, suggesting that a clearer focus on empirical data is essential for
effective policy formulation. The article emphasizes the importance of considering regional
and urban-rural differences in homicide patterns. His's work challenges prevailing
assumptions in criminology and calls for further research to unravel the complexities of
homicide, advocating for a more nuanced approach to understanding the interplay between
social interactions and violent crime (Cheatwood, 1988).

The crime trends in India exhibit both similarities and dissimilarities when compared to
those in the United States and Western Europe. Notably, the murder rate trend in India
aligns with global patterns, peaking around 1992 before entering a decline, similar to trends
observed in developed countries. However, for property crimes such as robbery and theft,
India shows a different timeline; these crimes began to decline in the mid-1970s, whereas
declines in the United States and Western countries started in the early 1990s and around
2000, respectively. In terms of burglary, India demonstrates a stronger correspondence with
trends in the West, with rates declining in the late 1970s and 1980s, even before similar
declines in the United States. A significant divergence is seen in the trends of rape rates,
which have continuously increased in India, contrasting with a decline in the United States
and other Western nations since the mid-to-late 1990s. This discrepancy may reflect
increased reporting and recording of rape cases in India rather than a genuine rise in
incidents. There are parallels in certain crime trends, the differences highlight the unique
context of crime in India compared to Western nations (Ansari et al., 2015).

Gendered Violence and Sociocultural Dimension

The article systematically examines homicide data in India from 2000 to 2010 using
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data, with a focus on gender-related violence. It
highlights the complementary perspectives offered by public health and criminal justice
systems: the former provides a broad view of violent deaths, while the latter offers reliable
confirmations of murder. The study underscores the gendered nature of violence in India,
examining categories like dowry, love affairs, and witchcraft-related Kkillings, which
disproportionately affect women. It also notes a decline in overall homicide rates during this
period, including a significant drop in firearm-related homicides, while cautioning against
over-reliance on these figures due to potential underreporting and data inaccuracies. The
article identifies challenges in data collection and calls for improved crime reporting
practices, emphasizing that while murder data is more reliable than other violent crime
statistics, gaps remain in capturing the full scope of violence. Practical recommendations are
offered to enhance data accuracy, crucial for effective policymaking and violence
prevention. By addressing the complexities of homicide data and emphasizing gendered
violence, the study makes a valuable contribution to violence research in India. However, it
acknowledges limitations in the NCRB data and the potential constraints of applying these
findings to other socio-cultural contexts (Marwah, 2014).

The author provides a comprehensive analysis of homicide data in India, focusing on the
intersection of crime and gender. He utilizes statistical data to explore patterns of violence,
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particularly against women, and highlights the socio-economic factors contributing to these
trends. The study reveals that gender-based violence is a significant issue in India, with a
notable prevalence of homicides involving female victims. He emphasizes the importance of
understanding the socio-cultural context that perpetuates such violence, including patriarchal
norms and economic disparities. The article also discusses the limitations of existing data
and the need for more nuanced research to capture the complexities of gendered violence.
He advocates for policy interventions that address the root causes of violence against
women, suggesting that improving women's socio-economic status and increasing their
participation in decision-making processes could mitigate these issues. The article serves as
a critical resource for researchers and policymakers, providing empirical evidence and
insights that can inform strategies to combat gender-based violence in India. His's work
underscores the urgent need for a multi-faceted approach to address both crime and gender
inequality, making it a valuable contribution to the fields of sociology, gender studies, and
public policy (Dréze & Khera, 2000).

Familial and Relational dynamic in Homicide

The Author examines the social dynamics surrounding homicide in India, emphasizing the
interactions between offenders and victims. Drawing on data from court records between
1946 and 1956, the study focuses on a population of about 4 million in Central India, aiming
to uncover patterns of homogeneity in terms of religion, caste, sex, and kinship. Driver's
analysis reveals that, similar to trends observed in Western countries, criminal homicides in
India predominantly occur among kinsmen or close associates rather than strangers. The
research indicates that a significant number of victims are family members, particularly
spouses, highlighting the intimate nature of these violent acts. This finding suggests that
underlying familial and social tensions often escalate into homicide when traditional conflict
resolution methods fail. The article also explores the motivations behind these homicides, as
interpreted by judges during trials. Driver posits that disputes over norms related to sexual
conduct, property rights, and social etiquette frequently trigger violent confrontations. The
study emphasizes the importance of understanding these social contexts to grasp the
complexities of criminal behavior in India. Driver's work contributes to the broader
discourse on criminology by illustrating how cultural and social factors shape patterns of
violence. It calls for a more nuanced approach to studying homicide, one that considers the
intricate web of relationships and societal norms that influence such acts. This research is
crucial for developing effective interventions and policies aimed at reducing violence within
communities (Driver, 1961).

Author examines the sociological factors underlying infant homicide by mothers. Drawing
on intensive interviews with 15 women legally responsible for their infants’ deaths, Smithey
constructs a framework that situates these tragedies within broader social dynamics. The
study explores themes such as self-perception, emotional struggles, and societal pressures.
Many women described feelings of inadequacy and stress related to parenting, often
worsened by a lack of family or community support. Unrealistic societal expectations of
motherhood emerged as a key factor, fostering negative self-evaluations and emotional
distress. One participant, for example, expressed frustration over her inability to meet basic
care standards like establishing a sleep routine. She also highlights socioeconomic
contributors, such as financial instability and limited access to resources, which intensified
the mothers’ sense of isolation and despair. The article reframes these acts not simply as
individual failures but as consequences shaped by systemic issues like poverty and social
dislocation. Her's work challenges dominant narratives about infant homicide, urging a
nuanced understanding of its social roots. Her findings emphasize the need for supportive
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interventions addressing maternal distress and the structural factors driving it, paving the
way for healthier family dynamics and preventive strategies (Smithey, 1997).

Legal and Methodological Challengers in Homicide

The article by K. Jaishankar and Debarati Halder provides a comprehensive examination of
homicide in contemporary India, emphasizing the interplay between cultural, legal, and
societal factors. It begins by discussing notable sensational homicide cases that have
captured public attention, particularly those involving women, such as the murders of
Swathi, Sheena Bora, and Arushi Talwar. These cases illustrate the ongoing conflict
between patriarchal norms and the evolving status of women in modern Indian society,
suggesting that such violent acts are often attempts to silence those who challenge traditional
values. The authors explore the legal definitions of homicide as outlined in the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), distinguishing between culpable homicide and murder based on intent and
circumstances. They trace the historical roots of these legal concepts to ancient texts like the
Manusmriti, which categorized homicide into legal, illegal, and unintentional forms,
reflecting the longstanding complexities of justice in Indian culture. The article discusses the
impact of colonial rule on the legal framework, noting how British laws have shaped
contemporary understandings of crime and punishment in India. The authors argue that
while the legal system has evolved, it still grapples with issues of gender, class, and
communal violence, as evidenced by the high rates of homicide and societal responses to
them. Jaishankar and Halder's work underscores the need for a nuanced understanding of
homicide in India—one that takes into account historical, cultural, and legal dimensions.
Their analysis serves as a critical resource for researchers and policymakers seeking to
address the root causes of violence and improve the criminal justice system in India
(Jaishankar & Halder, 2017).

The measurement of homicide plays a critical role in shaping cross-national research
findings, primarily due to the variability in data sources and methodologies. Different
organizations, such as the WHO Mortality Database, UNODC, and World Bank, often
utilize distinct definitions and calculation methods for homicide rates, leading to
discrepancies that can significantly affect reported statistics. This variability influences the
associations between homicide rates and structural covariates, such as socioeconomic factors
and governance, resulting in differences in significance, magnitude, and direction of these
relationships based on the chosen data source. Furthermore, methodological limitations
arising from the selection of data sources can introduce biases that compromise the
reliability and validity of research outcomes. Inconsistent homicide measurements can
ultimately misguide policy decisions and resource allocation, emphasizing the need for
standardized definitions and methodologies in homicide measurement. By enhancing
comparability across studies, researchers can achieve a more accurate understanding of
global homicide trends and their implications, thereby informing effective strategies for
violence prevention and public safety (Rogers & Pridemore, 2022).

Structural and Economic Determinants of Homicide

The study is notable for being one of the first systematic examinations of crime in the
country, focusing on serious economic crimes, homicide, and suicide. Wood's research
reveals a complex relationship between economic conditions and crime rates, suggesting
that, while Ceylon has a historical reputation for low violence, contemporary changes have
led to an increase in incidents of homicide, particularly in urbanized areas. He argues that
the traditional culture, which may have previously suppressed violent behavior, is now being
challenged by socio-economic shifts, leading to a rise in aggression and crime as ordinary
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citizens gain more power. The study employs various methodologies, including interviews
and questionnaires, to analyze the characteristics of offenders and the socio-cultural context
of crime. Wood emphasizes the stability of suicide rates among the Sinhalese, contrasting
them with the variability of homicide rates, which he attributes to socio-cultural factors
rather than simplistic explanations related to diet or climate. Wood calls for further research
to understand the underlying causes of crime in Ceylon, highlighting the need for a
sociological perspective in addressing the challenges posed by a rapidly changing society.
This work remains a significant contribution to criminology and offers valuable insights into
the dynamics of crime in Ceylon (Wood, 1961).

Ousey's study on racial differences in the effects of structural factors on homicide provides
valuable insights for understanding homicide in Indian society. The research reveals that
socio-economic conditions like poverty, unemployment, and income inequality have varying
impacts on homicide rates across different racial groups in the U.S. This finding can be
applied to India, where structural disadvantages differ between urban slums and affluent
areas, influencing crime rates. He also suggests that extreme socio-economic disadvantage
may lead to cultural adaptations that normalize violence, a concept relevant to Indian
communities facing high poverty and unemployment. The study focuses on racial
differences, it highlights the importance of considering ethnic and caste dynamics in India,
as these factors may intersect with socio-economic conditions to affect homicide rates. The
need to revise the racial invariance assumption indicates that researchers should avoid
assuming uniform effects across different groups. Ultimately, the study emphasizes the
importance of addressing structural disadvantages through targeted policies, such as poverty
alleviation and job creation, to effectively reduce homicide rates, a perspective that can be
beneficial for developing interventions in the Indian context (Ousey, 1999).

CONCLUSION

This review paper has provided a comprehensive examination of homicide in India,
highlighting the intricate interplay of social, cultural, and economic factors that contribute to
this complex phenomenon. The analysis of data from the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) and existing literature reveals significant patterns and trends, particularly
concerning gender-related violence and familial relationships. It is evident that personal
disputes, property conflicts, dowry demands, and honor-based violence are prevalent drivers
of homicide in the Indian context. The role of media in shaping public perceptions of murder
cases cannot be understated, as sensationalized reporting often influences societal attitudes
and policy responses. The findings underscore the urgent need for a nuanced understanding
of the systemic issues underlying homicide, including the impact of poverty, social
dislocation, and patriarchal norms that perpetuate violence, particularly against women. To
effectively address the challenges posed by homicide in India, this review advocates for
targeted policy interventions that focus on improving socio-economic conditions, enhancing
women's empowerment, and fostering community engagement. By adopting a multi-faceted
approach that considers the historical, cultural, and legal dimensions of violence,
stakeholders can develop strategies that not only reduce homicide rates but also promote
social harmony and justice. The insights garnered from this research serve as a critical
resource for policymakers, researchers, and practitioners seeking to combat violence in
Indian society. Continued exploration and dialogue on this topic are essential for crafting
effective interventions and fostering a safer, more equitable environment for all citizens.
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