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Effect of Modernization on Tribe Society 
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ABSTRACT 

Modernization has profoundly impacted tribal societies, bringing both opportunities and 

challenges. This paper explores the effects of modernization on indigenous communities, 

focusing on cultural transformation, economic shifts, and social integration. While 

modernization has facilitated access to education, healthcare, and infrastructure, it has also 

led to cultural erosion, displacement, and socio-economic disparities. Traditional knowledge 

systems and lifestyles face threats from urbanization, industrialization, and globalization. 

However, some tribes have successfully adapted by blending modern influences with their 

heritage. This study highlights the need for sustainable development policies that respect and 

preserve tribal identity while ensuring their socio-economic advancement. Modernization has 

profoundly impacted tribal societies, bringing both opportunities and challenges. This paper 

explores the effects of modernization on indigenous communities, focusing on cultural 

transformation, economic shifts, and social integration. While modernization has facilitated 

access to education, healthcare, and infrastructure, it has also led to cultural erosion, 

displacement, and socio-economic disparities. Traditional knowledge systems and lifestyles 

face threats from urbanization, industrialization, and globalization. However, some tribes 

have successfully adapted by blending modern influences with their heritage. This study 

highlights the need for sustainable development policies that respect and preserve tribal 

identity while ensuring their socio-economic advancement. 
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hhattisgarh, located in central India, is home to a significant tribal population, 

including groups such as the Gond, Baiga, and Kamar tribes. These communities have 

historically relied on their deep connection with nature, living off forest resources, 

practicing traditional agriculture, and maintaining a close-knit social structure. Their lives, 

deeply embedded in customs, rituals, and oral traditions, represent a rich cultural heritage that 

has been passed down through generations. However, with the forces of modernization 

gradually penetrating the state, these communities are experiencing profound changes that are 

reshaping their social, economic, and cultural landscapes. 

 

Modernization, in this context, refers to the transformation brought about by industrialization, 

urbanization, the spread of education, technological advancements, and the integration of 

tribal societies into the broader national and global economy. These forces have not only 

altered the economic base of tribal societies but have also influenced their ways of life, from 
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their traditional practices to their identities. While modernization has brought about 

development, including improved infrastructure, health care, and education, it has also led to 

significant challenges, such as the erosion of tribal cultures, loss of land, and increased 

dependency on external systems. 

 

The interaction between tribal societies and modern forces in Chhattisgarh is complex, as it 

reflects a balance between preserving indigenous ways of life and adapting to new economic 

opportunities and social systems. The government’s developmental programs, while aiming 

to uplift tribal communities, have often led to unintended consequences, such as displacement 

due to industrialization and resource extraction. Furthermore, the gradual intrusion of 

mainstream culture, mass media, and urban values has resulted in cultural assimilation, 

leading to a loss of traditional knowledge and practices. 

 

How Modernization Affects Tribal Communities 

Changes in Jobs and Education 

• More schools and training programs have given tribal people new job opportunities. 

• Some communities have improved their living conditions by working in industries, 

tourism, and small businesses. 

• However, many tribal people still face problems like discrimination, limited access to 

education, and difficulty adjusting to modern work environments. 

• Traditional ways of earning a living, like farming and hunting, are disappearing, and 

older generations may struggle with modern economic systems. 

 

Loss of Culture and Social Changes 

• Many young tribal members are moving to cities, which makes it harder to keep their 

traditions alive. 

• Technology, television, and modern education have changed the way tribal people 

live and interact, sometimes making them feel disconnected from their heritage. 

• While media can help spread tribal culture to a wider audience, it also influences 

younger generations to adopt modern lifestyles. 

• More tribal people are marrying outside their communities, leading to changes in 

language, customs, and traditions over time. 

 

Moving Away and Environmental Problems 

• Factories, roads, and cities are being built on tribal lands, forcing many people to 

move elsewhere, often without proper support. 

• Without access to their traditional lands, tribes struggle to farm, fish, and hunt as they 

used to. 

• Pollution, deforestation, and climate change make it harder for tribal people to live off 

the land. 

• When forced to relocate, some tribal communities fall into poverty and face economic 

hardships. 

 

Tribal Modernization in Chhattisgarh 

The article "Strengthening Tribal Populace of Chhattisgarh: Obstacles and Opportunities" 

provides a broad analysis of the socio-economic challenges faced by tribal communities in 

Chhattisgarh, including limited access to education, healthcare disparities, economic 

marginalization, and social vulnerabilities. While it effectively highlights these barriers and 

suggests potential pathways for development, such as skill training, sustainable initiatives, 

and government support for tribal industries, it lacks a deeper tribal-centric approach. The 
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study does not sufficiently explore the impact of modernization on indigenous governance 

systems, traditional knowledge, or cultural preservation. Additionally, while policies like the 

Forest Rights Act (2006) and Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act (1996) are 

crucial for tribal empowerment, the article does not assess their real-world implementation or 

how tribes perceive these reforms. A more nuanced perspective considering tribal 

migration, self-governance, and the integration of indigenous knowledge into modern 

frameworks would enhance the study’s relevance. Overall, while the article provides 

valuable insights, a more in-depth examination of policy impact and grassroots tribal 

perspectives would make it more impactful in the context of tribal reforms and sustainable 

development. 

 

Modernization and Development 

• The article "Gender, Space and Development: Tribal Women in Tripura" by Biswajit 

Ghosh and Tanima Choudhuri examines the evolving status of tribal women in 

Tripura amidst modernization and development. The authors analyze how socio-

economic changes have differently impacted rural and urban tribal women, 

introducing new gender and class dynamics into what was traditionally considered an 

egalitarian tribal society. 

• The study highlights that rural tribal women have become marginalized in Tripura's 

modern economy. Socio-economic transformations over recent decades have led to 

the emergence of new gender and class issues, challenging the previously egalitarian 

nature of tribal communities. In contrast, urban tribal women, while experiencing 

some loss of traditional rights, have made significant gains in education, employment, 

and personal mobility compared to their rural counterparts. 

• The authors emphasize the importance of considering the sociology of space when 

discussing gender issues, as the impact of modern forces and institutions on tribal 

women is more pronounced in urban areas than in rural ones. This spatial perspective 

is crucial for understanding the complex interplay between gender, development, and 

cultural change in Tripura's tribal communities.  

 

Modernization and Caste 

Arunoday Sana’s article, The Caste System in India and Its Consequences, explores the rigid 

social stratification of caste in India and its lasting impact on marginalized communities. 

While the article primarily focuses on caste-based discrimination, its implications for tribal 

communities (Scheduled Tribes) are also significant. Unlike Scheduled Castes (Dalits), who 

face discrimination within the caste hierarchy, tribal groups have historically existed outside 

the traditional caste system. However, they have experienced social, economic, and political 

marginalization due to their distinct identity and exclusion from dominant social structures. 

 

The article’s discussion on systemic inequalities, restricted access to education, and 

economic deprivation is particularly relevant to tribal populations. While caste-based 

reservations have aimed to uplift Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, tribal communities 

continue to struggle with land alienation, displacement, and limited representation in 

governance. Additionally, modernization and integration efforts have often led to erosion of 

traditional tribal identities, further complicating their socio-political status. The caste-based 

societal framework has, in some cases, absorbed certain tribal groups into lower caste 

classifications, subjecting them to similar discrimination as Dalits. 

 

Furthermore, the study’s emphasis on affirmative action and legal safeguards resonates 

with ongoing debates about the effectiveness of government policies in addressing tribal 
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socio-economic backwardness. While reservations in education and employment have 

provided some opportunities, geographical isolation, cultural differences, and lack of 

infrastructure continue to limit their benefits for many tribal groups. 

 

Tribes and Religion 

The study by Vibha Singhal and Jyotirmoy Ghosh, conducted at the ICAR–Indian 

Institute of Natural Resins and Gums, Ranchi, Jharkhand, explores the deep connection 

between tribal religious beliefs and biodiversity conservation. It highlights how the 

traditional ecological knowledge and spiritual practices of Jharkhand’s tribal communities 

play a crucial role in preserving forests, wildlife, and natural resources. 

 

Jharkhand is home to various tribal groups such as the Santhals, Oraons, Mundas, and Ho, 

who view nature as sacred. Their religious practices, including sacred groves, nature 

worship, and rituals tied to seasonal changes, promote sustainable environmental 

management. Many tribes believe in the spiritual presence of deities in trees, rivers, and 

animals, discouraging deforestation and over-extraction of natural resources. Sacred 

groves—small patches of untouched forest dedicated to local gods—are strictly protected 

by communities, serving as biodiversity hotspots. 

 

The study also discusses how modernization and external influences are weakening these 

traditional conservation practices. Industrial expansion, deforestation, and urbanization 

threaten these sacred sites, leading to biodiversity loss. However, integrating tribal ecological 

wisdom with modern conservation strategies could offer sustainable solutions. The research 

suggests that recognizing and protecting tribal spiritual traditions can enhance 

biodiversity conservation efforts while empowering indigenous communities. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Modernization has had a profound and multifaceted impact on tribal societies, bringing both 

opportunities and challenges. While it has facilitated access to education, healthcare, and 

infrastructure, improving the quality of life for many tribal communities, it has also led to 

cultural erosion, displacement, and socio-economic disparities. The dual impact of 

modernization is evident in the contrasting experiences of rural and urban tribal women in 

Tripura, as highlighted by Ghosh and Choudhuri, where urban women have gained in 

education and employment while rural women face marginalization. 

 

The loss of traditional knowledge systems and lifestyles due to urbanization, 

industrialization, and globalization is a pressing concern. However, some tribes have shown 

resilience by adapting modern influences to their heritage, demonstrating that it is possible to 

blend tradition with modernity. The importance of spatial sociology in understanding these 

dynamics cannot be overstated, as the impact of modernization varies significantly between 

urban and rural areas. 

 

In Chhattisgarh, the socio-economic challenges faced by tribal communities, including 

limited access to education, healthcare disparities, and economic marginalization, are 

significant. While policies like the Forest Rights Act (2006) and Panchayats (Extension to 

Scheduled Areas) Act (1996) are crucial for tribal empowerment, their real-world 

implementation and tribal perceptions of these reforms need more nuanced examination. A 

deeper tribal-centric approach that considers indigenous governance systems, traditional 

knowledge, and cultural preservation would enhance the relevance and impact of 

development initiatives. 
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The caste system in India, as discussed by Arunoday Sana, has also had lasting implications 

for tribal communities. While tribal groups have historically existed outside the traditional 

caste system, they have experienced social, economic, and political marginalization. 

Modernization and integration efforts have often led to the erosion of traditional tribal 

identities, further complicating their socio-political status. Affirmative action and legal 

safeguards have provided some opportunities, but geographical isolation, cultural differences, 

and lack of infrastructure continue to limit their benefits for many tribal groups. 

 

The study by Vibha Singhal and Jyotirmoy Ghosh highlights the deep connection between 

tribal religious beliefs and biodiversity conservation. Traditional ecological knowledge and 

spiritual practices of Jharkhand’s tribal communities play a crucial role in preserving forests, 

wildlife, and natural resources. However, modernization and external influences are 

weakening these traditional conservation practices. Integrating tribal ecological wisdom with 

modern conservation strategies could offer sustainable solutions, enhancing biodiversity 

conservation efforts while empowering indigenous communities. 

 

In conclusion, sustainable development policies must be designed with a deep understanding 

of the unique challenges faced by tribal communities. These policies should aim to preserve 

tribal identity and cultural heritage while ensuring socio-economic advancement. The 

integration of traditional knowledge with modern practices, respect for tribal sovereignty, and 

inclusive decision-making processes are crucial for achieving a balanced approach to 

modernization that benefits all members of tribal societies. Recognizing and protecting tribal 

spiritual traditions can enhance biodiversity conservation efforts while empowering 

indigenous communities, ensuring a harmonious blend of tradition and modernity. 

 

REFERENCES  

Chandrakar, K. & Chandrakar, D. & Das, D. (2023). Strengthening tribal populace of 

Chhattisgarh: Obstacles and opportunities. International Journal of Science and 

Research Archive. 8(1). 766-770. 10.30574/ijsra.2023.8.1.0081 

Ghosh, B., & Choudhuri, T. (2007). Gender, space and development: Tribal women in 

Tripura. JSTOR, 6(1) 42-58. 

Sana, A. (1993). The caste system in india and its consequences". International Journal of 

Sociology and Social Policy, 13(4), 1-76. https://doi.org/10.1108/eb013170 

Singhal, V., Ghosh, J., & Bhat, S. S. (2021). Role of religious beliefs of tribal communities 

from Jharkhand (India) in biodiversity conservation. Journal of Environmental 

Planning and Management, 64(13), 2277–2299. https://doi.org/10.1080/09640568.

2020.1861587. 

 

Acknowledgment  

The author(s) appreciates all those who participated in the study and helped to facilitate the 

research process. 

 

Conflict of Interest  

The author(s) declared no conflict of interest.  

 

How to cite this article: Kumari, M. (2025). Effect of Modernization on Tribe Society. 

International Journal of Social Impact, 10(3), 869-873. DIP: 18.02.095/20251003, DOI: 

10.25215/2455/1003095 

 


