International Journal of Social Impact . I ional Lof
ISSN: 2455-670X * aternational Journal o
Volume 11, Issue 1, DIP: 18.02.1019/20261101 Social [ npact
DOI: 10.25215/2455/11011019 A Peer Reviewed Journal
www.ijsi.in | January — March, 2026

Vocational Education in India with Reference to NEP 2020
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ABSTRACT

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a paradigm shift in India's educational
landscape by positioning vocational education as a core pillar of equitable socioeconomic
growth and workforce development. Historically segregated from academic streams and
constrained by social stigma, vocational training is being reimagined through a model of
seamless integration into mainstream general education. This paper examines how the NEP
2020 framework addresses systemic accessibility, providing flexible, multiple entry-and-exit
pathways that allow students of all backgrounds to acquire industry-relevant competencies
alongside standard academic credentials. Realizing this vision requires a robust, collaborative
ecosystem linking government bodies, educational institutions, industrial sectors, and civil
society. By breaking down institutional silos, this integrated approach aims to eliminate
terminal educational tracks, build a highly skilled workforce capable of driving national
economic development, and cultivate a more inclusive, egalitarian learning environment.
Ultimately, this study highlights how the policy's emphasis on skill democratization and market
alignment redefines career readiness, ensuring that future graduates are equipped to secure
sustainable livelihoods and thrive in a rapidly evolving global job market.
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on equal emphasis on accessible quality education for all children of India. Preschool

to upper secondary (3 years to 18 years) are the target ages for skill development within
the educational system. For it is anticipated that India's journey toward digital transformation
would increase its competitiveness in the global market. India now has a population of over
1.21 billion people, and by 2024, that number is expected to rise to almost 1.35 billion.

r I Yhe NEP 2020 is the third in the series of NEPs of 1968 and 1986.The NEP 2020 focuses

Main Characteristics NEP 2020 India: -
Main Characteristics which contribute to the success of National Education Policy 2020 are:

Minimum Standards of Performance (MSP)

National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST)
Role of Teacher in NEP 2020

Teacher in higher education
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Continuing Professional Development (CPD)
Higher Education in NEP 2020

University as Unit of Education

Multiple Entry and Exit Points

e National Research Foundation (NRF)

e EdTech and online education.

REQUIREMENT OF NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020

India has a median age of 28.4 years, making it a youthful country. A productive workforce
that can aid in national growth is needed by the government. Only with the aid of a strong
educational system and via online learning, digital education, and digital education can this
development trajectory be realized. With this objective in mind, the Indian government is
implementing the National Education Policy 2020 to reform and reorganize the Indian
educational system. The Indian government is taking steps to raise the population's Human
Development Index (HDI) and Quality of Life (QoL). The Indian government launched the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 as a measure to reform the nation's entire educational
system. The National Education Policy 2020 is poised to transform India's future by ensuring
that all children, youth, and adults in India have equal and balanced access to high-quality
education. It also aims to transform India into a global knowledge superpower through digital
education, digital education, and online learning. According to the NEP 2020, public spending
on education will rise from the current 4.4% of GDP to 6% of GDP, while the allocation for
schooling (elementary, secondary, and senior secondary) would grow from 10% to 20%.

Main Purpose of Vocational Education in NEP 2020: -

The NEP 2020 has laid out a number of objectives for vocational education, among them are
presenting chances for skill-based education, developing a trained workforce, and encouraging
entrepreneurship. It goes on to say that vocational education should be customized to the
requirements of various businesses and should concentrate on paving the road for employment
for underprivileged groups. The NEP 2020 highlights the value of giving students the tools and
assistance they need to achieve. This entails offering financial support, accessibility to top-
notch training, and mentorship programs. Additionally, it highlights the necessity of modifying
vocational education to match shifting market demands and provide students the abilities they'll
need to flourish in the future. The NEP 2020 stresses the value of creating a strong alumni
network to support students in remaining connected and gaining from the wisdom and
experience of their peers. Finally, it underlines how crucial it is to foster an entrepreneurial
culture so that students may acquire an entrepreneurial attitude and learn to think for
themselves.

Barriers to Vocational Education: -

Numerous challenges affect vocational education, such as a lack of funding, of trained
instructors, and of sufficient technological tools. Furthermore, general education is frequently
prioritized over vocational education, making it challenging for students to receive the skills
they require to follow their desired professional pathways. Governments must make
investments in vocational education, improve access to skilled teachers, and make sure that the
technology is current in order to solve these concerns. Additionally, stronger marketing efforts
should be made to promote vocational education programs in order to persuade more students
to enroll in them.
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Contribution of NEP 2020 in Promoting Vocational Education: -

The necessity for skill-based education and the significance of vocational education are both
emphasized in NEP 2020. The National Council for Vocational Education and Training will
be established as a result of this provision. Additionally, it allows for the creation of a national
framework for occupational credentials. With the help of this framework, students will be able
to evaluate their talents more accurately, and businesses will have a set of standards to use
when hiring new staff members. Students will also have the chance to acquire the skills required
to work in their field of interest. The national skills system will be strengthened by this
framework, which will also improve vocational education and training and make it more equal.
Additionally, it will aid in ensuring that the labour force is suitably equipped for the shifting
demands of the labour market. Employers will have access to competent individuals through
this framework, increasing their productivity and efficiency. Additionally, it will provide
students the chance to build crucial skills and get experience in the real world.

Work of Vocational Education according to NEP 2020: -

Vocational education is given a lot of attention in the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP
2020), which recognizes its value in producing skilled workers and encouraging equitable
growth. The goal of the strategy is to include vocational education into general education so
that all students, regardless of background or interests, may access it. Following are some key
strategies that can be adopted to implement vocational education as per NEP 2020:

Get started early: By exposing kids to a variety of occupations and talents, vocational
education may be offered to pupils as early as middle school. They may use this information
to determine their interests and skills and to choose their future job routes with confidence.

Offer a wide range of options: Vocational education should be available in a number of
industries, such as manufacturing, healthcare, and information technology. This will guarantee
that students have the chance to acquire the abilities necessary for success in the contemporary
market.

Make it practical: Students should spend time in workshops and labs as part of their vocational
education, which should be practical and hands-on. They will get the abilities they need to
succeed at work as a result of this.

Partner with industry: Institutions offering vocational education should collaborate with
businesses to make sure that their courses are relevant to the demands of the labour market.
Students will be better able to acquire in-demand skills and obtain employment more quickly
as a result.

Provide multiple pathways: Multiple paths to success should be offered to students in
vocational education. This can entail opening doors to employment, apprenticeships, or further
education.

SOME SPECIFIC STEPS THAT CAN BE TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT THE ABOVE
STRATEGIES:

. Create a program that combines general education with vocational education. This might
entail creating integrated programs that blend academic and vocational learning or
providing vocational courses as electives in high schools.
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o Establish hubs or centres for vocational education. These facilities could offer students
access to specialized tools and training, as well as act as gathering spots for students,
employers, and other stakeholders.

o Offer instructors and career trainers training. For high-quality vocational education to be
delivered, teachers and trainers must be equipped. This can entail giving them instruction
in the most recent instructional techniques and technological advancements as well as in
certain professional fields.

. Increase public knowledge of and interest in vocational education. The advantages of
vocational education must be made more widely known to students, parents, and
employers. Public awareness campaigns, school counselling, and career advisory
initiatives might accomplish this.

All stakeholders, including the government, educational institutions, industry, and civil society,
must work together to execute vocational education in accordance with NEP 2020. A trained
workforce is necessary for economic growth and development, and vocational education may
provide students the skills they need to excel in the job and enjoy satisfying lives.

MAIN POINTS

1. By mainstreaming and integrating vocational education with general education, the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has placed a specific focus on this field of
study.

2. The Vocationalization of School Education Program is being carried out by the
Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL) as part of the Centrally
Sponsored Samagra Shiksha Program.

3. The "Skill India Mission (SIM)" is a series of convergence initiatives that the Indian
government has started throughout the skill ecosystem. More than 20 Central
Ministries/Departments are executing Skill Development Schemes/Programs
across India as part of the Mission to raise the skill levels of millions of people,
including schoolchildren, and to produce a trained workforce in line with industry
demands.

4. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has placed a strong emphasis on
vocational education through mainstreaming it into general education. This will
assist students in developing a variety of skills to meet industry demands and
enhance the standard of education.

5. Also, by linking it with the objectives of the Skill India Mission, the Department of
School Education and Literacy (DoSEL) is putting the Vocationalization of School
Education program under the Centrally Sponsored program - Samagra Shiksha into
action.

THE FUTURE OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION ACCORDING TO NEP 2020

Under NEP 2020, vocational education has a promising future. A crucial step in developing a
more skilled and employable workforce is the policy's emphasis on integrating vocational
education into general education, making it accessible to all students, and giving them
numerous avenues to success. Under NEP 2020, we may anticipate the following specific
tendencies in the future of vocational education:

e More general education integration. In order to give pupils a more comprehensive and
well-rounded education, vocational education will be more and more integrated with
general education. Their ability to think critically and solve problems will also improve,
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which will help them become great citizens. They will get the information and skills
necessary to excel in the job.

e More emphasis on cutting-edge technology: The most recent developments and
technology in the workplace will be reflected in the updating of vocational education
programs. Students will be given the tools they need to succeed in in-demand careers
as a result of this.

e More possibilities for learning at work: Students will have better access to
possibilities for work-based learning, such apprenticeships and internships, through
vocational education programs. They will be able to obtain practical job experience and
hone the abilities they need to succeed in their professions as a result.

e Rise in the acceptance of vocational education: As a crucial route to success,
vocational education will be acknowledged and accepted more and more. This will
inspire more students to choose vocational education and assist to lessen the stigma
attached to it.

Overall, NEP 2020's vision for vocational education is quite positive. A more egalitarian and
inclusive education system is being developed as a result of the policy's emphasis on
integration, accessibility, and many routes to success, which is better preparing students for the
workforce. Under NEP 2020, in addition to the tendencies already indicated, we may anticipate
the following developments in the field of vocational education

e Increasing the use of technology in teaching and learning: Technology may be
utilized to improve the interactivity, personalization, and engagement of vocational
education. For instance, trainees can practice skills in a secure and controlled setting
using virtual reality simulations.

e A greater emphasis on lifelong learning: Because of the quickening speed of
technological development, workers must be able to pick up new skills as they go along
in their careers. Programs for education will need to be created to assist students in
acquiring the skills necessary to be lifelong learners.

e Increased industry and academic cooperation: To make sure that vocational
education programs are in line with the demands of the workforce, industry and
education must collaborate. This will assist students in acquiring the skills necessary to
find employment and flourish. The future of vocational education under NEP 2020 is
full of potential. The policy's focus on integration, accessibility, and multiple pathways
to success is creating a more equitable and inclusive education system that is better
preparing students for the workplace.

CONCLUSION

Vocational education is given a lot of attention in the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP
2020), which recognizes its value in producing skilled workers and encouraging equitable
growth. The goal of the strategy is to include vocational education into general education so
that all students, regardless of background or interests, may access it. All stakeholders,
including the government, educational institutions, industry, and civil society must work
together to execute vocational education in accordance with NEP 2020. A trained workforce is
necessary for economic growth and development Vocational education may provide students
the skills they need to excel in the job and enjoy satisfying lives. Under NEP 2020, vocational
education has a promising future. A more egalitarian and inclusive education system is being
developed as a result of the policy's emphasis on integration, accessibility, and many routes to
success, which is better preparing students for the workforce.
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The following are some important findings about NEP 2020 and vocational education:

NEP 2020 places a strong emphasis on vocational education, aiming to integrate it into
mainstream education and make it accessible to all students. The implementation of
vocational education as per NEP 2020 will require a concerted effort from all
stakeholders. Vocational education is essential for creating a skilled workforce and
promoting inclusive growth.

Under NEP 2020, vocational education has a promising future with an emphasis on
integration, accessibility, and different success routes.

Vocational education in India has the potential to change thanks to NEP 2020, making it
more applicable, approachable, and efficient. By producing a workforce that is more
trained and employable, this will have a favourable effect on the economy and society as
a whole.

REFERENCES

1. Government of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development. National Education
Policy 2020.

2. Kumawat, H., & Sharma, M. Study of the Indian National Education Policy 2020 towards
achieving its objectives, Ilkogretim Online - Elementary Education Online.

3. Pathak, R.K. Reimagining Vocational Education and Skill-building.

4.  James, W. B., Cobanoglu, C., & Cavusoglu, M. Advances in Global Education and
Research: Volume 4. University of South Florida M3 Publishing. https://doi.org/10.5
038/9781955833042.

5. Yadav, J. Vocational Skills and Nation Education Policy 2020. International Journal of
Creative Research Thoughts, 10.

6.  “National Education Policy (NEP) 2020- Challenges and Opportunities” Special Issue
No.130 Nov. 2023.

7. Aayushi International Interdisciplinary Research Journal (ISSN 2349-638x) Impact
Factor 6.367 Peer Reviewed Journal www.aiirjournal.com 21.

Acknowledgments

The author(s) appreciates all those who participated in the study and helped to facilitate the
research process.

Confflict of Interest
The author declared no conflict of interest.

How to cite this article: Bhatt, J. V. (2026) Vocational Education in India with Reference to
NEP 2020. International Journal of Social Impact, 11(1), 116-121. DIP: 18.02.1019/
20261101, DOI: 10.25215/2455/11011019

© International Journal of Social Impact | ISSN: 2455-670X | 121



